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Sunderland, Monday 1st December 2025
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Enquiries: Melissa Hatton | mh@forfareducation.co.uk | 07345 421 493 
Argyle House School’s Little Crickets Nursery Achieves Successful Ofsted Accreditation 
Argyle House School is proud to announce that its Little Crickets Nursery in Thornhill Park, Sunderland has achieved successful Ofsted accreditation enabling it to welcome babies from 6 months old with immediate effect. 
Little Crickets Nursery demonstrated its commitment to high quality care and education by voluntarily applying to undergo the accreditation process enabling it to extend its offering from pre-schoolers to children from 6 months of age. The Ofsted assessment involved a rigorous assessment of policies, procedure and practice.
This successful accreditation comes hot on the heels of Argyle House School celebrating its glowing Independent School Inspectorate (ISI) report in which the Early Years provision was singled out for particular commendation, with inspectors stating: “Leaders in the Early Years provide an interesting and stimulating curriculum. Children are encouraged to learn, play and form positive relationships. They develop respect, kindness and confidence.” 

Mrs Donna Blackmore who joined Argyle House School last summer to manage its Little Crickets Nursery has overseen a refresh including a modernising transformation of the nursery’s facilities. Mrs Blackmore commented: 
“It was hugely appealing for me to join the Argyle House School family as Nursery Manager and to work with an experienced team in the Little Crickets Nursery. We are pleased to have adapted and extended the provision to be open all year round and to babies from 6 months old. I am thrilled, not only with the ISI findings but also with this successful Ofsted accreditation.”
Head of Argyle House School John Sample expressed his delight in the positive outcome of the accreditation process saying, 
“This accreditation outcome is a testament to the dedication of our staff. Our nursery provides the same hallmark of excellence as Argyle House School where every child is valued and supported to thrive.”
***ENDS***


Notes to the Editor:
Argyle House School in Thornhill Park, Sunderland is a leading independent day school for boys and girls aged 6 months to 16 years of age. In 2022 it was acquired by Forfar Education who own a group of 15 excellent-rated independent schools and nurseries across the UK and Europe.  
Little Crickets, Sunderland is Argyle House School’s on-site nursery. In response to the needs of the school community, the exceptional nursery education has been extended from a pre-school open in term time to welcome babies from 6 months of age and is open year-round. The Nursery follows the Early Years Foundation stage curriculum where children benefit from access to qualified teachers in specialist lessons. With continued investment in its teaching staff and facilities, Argyle House School offers its pupils a broad educational experience. Discover more at www.littlecricketssunderland.co.uk
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